
 

      December 25, 2020  
A Liturgy for Christmas Day 

 
Morning Prayer Rite II - Beginning on Pg. 75 of the Book of Common Prayer 

The cross sign (†) indicates customary times to cross oneself if you wish to do so.  

Welcome and Opening Sentence 

Worship LeaderBehold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the people; for unto 
you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.    (Luke 2:10, 11) 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth 
his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to 
worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Worship Leader and People, Kneeling as Able: 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Worship Leader  (†)Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 
Worship Leader    Lord, open our lips. 
People     And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 
 (†)Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

 it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 
 

Worship Leader  Alleluia! To us a child is born: 
People O come, let us adore him. Alleluia! 
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Hymn 92    “On this day, earth shall ring”                   Personent Hodie 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Piae Cantiones, 1582; tr. Jane M. Joseph (1894-1929) © G. Schirmer, Inc. Reprinted by permission. Music: Personent hodie, melody from 

Piae Cantiones, 1582; harm. Gustav Theodore Holst (1874-1934), used by permission of Oxford University Press. OneLicense.net A-
706704. All rights reserved. 

Psalm 96 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
       sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
       proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
       and his wonders among all peoples. 
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
       he is more to be feared than all gods. 
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
       but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
       Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
       ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
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8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
       bring offerings and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
       let the whole earth tremble before him. 
10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 
       he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
       he will judge the peoples with equity." 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
   let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
        let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
   before the Lord when he comes, * 
       when he comes to judge the earth. 
13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
       and the peoples with his truth. 
(†)Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn 81            “Lo, how a Rose e‘er blooming”             Es ist ein Ros 

 
Text: St. 1-2 German, ca. 15th cent.: tr. Theodore Baker. St. 3, Friedrich Layritz: tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth; © The Church Pension 

Fund. Used by permission. Music: Es ist ein Ros, melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1599; harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-
1621) ver. Hymnal 1940. OneLicense.net A-706704. All rights reserved. This music and the words to st. 1-2 are in the public domain. 

The Gospel             Luke 2:1-20  
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
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her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn 96    “Angels we have heard of high”   
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Text: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882). Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958) Reprinted by 

permission. OneLicense.net A-706704. All rights reserved. This selection is in the public domain. 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
The People stand or kneel 
Worship Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you 
Worship Leader Let us pray: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

Worship Leader Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
People Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
 Day by day we bless you; 
 We praise your name for ever. 
 Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
 Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
 For we put our trust in you. 
 In you, Lord, is our hope; 
 And we shall never hope in vain. 
A Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern 
us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may 
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
A Collect for Christmas Day 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, 
who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our 
Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Hymn 109                                                        “The first Nowell”                 
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Worship Leader  At this time I invite you to add your own prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings, either 

silently, aloud, or by typing them into the comments. 
We pray especially this morning for the special needs and concerns of this congregation: 
for Jim Hinman; Henry & Evelyn Meter (Jerry Meter’s parents); Ray Van Week (friend of 
Constance Hammond); Nathan and Whitney (friends of Noah Kilian). We pray for all 

Text: English Carol, 18th cent. Music: The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cent.; harm. John Stainer (1841-1901). 
Reprinted by permission. OneLicense.net A-706704. All rights reserved. This selection is in the public domain. 
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those struggling with the economic effects of the pandemic, and all those who cannot be 
with their loved ones during this Christmas season. 
We give thanks for the hard work and skill of the medical professionals and support 
personnel that continue to care tirelessly for the sick, and for the prospects of the vaccines 
bringing an end to our long isolation. 

 
The General Thanksgiving 
All Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all whom you have made. 
 We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
 and all the blessings of this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
 by giving up our selves to your service, 
 and by walking before you 
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,(†) 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
Worship Leader Let us bless the Lord! 
People Thanks be to God! 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him 
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn 99     “Go tell it on the mountain” 
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Text: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967). Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; 

arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (b. 1935) © 1984, Horace Clarence Boyer. Used by permission. OneLicense.net A-706704. All rights reserved.  

Christmas Altar Flower Thanksgiving & Remembrances 
Steve & Tina Dieterich … in appreciation for healthcare and essential workers who have risked their lives 
for our sake during the pandemic. 
Chuck Martin … in memory of Meredith Martin. 
Kathy Martin … in memory of Christine McClave. 
Barbara White … in memory of her sister, Laureen Patricia Arbuckle. 
Lana Millington … in memory of Richard Millington. 
Lucille Pierce … in appreciation for all who make our church services possible.  
The Skornik Family … in remembrance of our grandparents and in thanksgiving for the All Saints community. 
Constance Hammond … in memory of her parents, William and Maxine Hammond. 
Nancy Carr … in abundant loving thanksgiving for friends and family. 
Megan Klein … in Memory of Ann Kerrick.  
Ron & Shirley Jones … in appreciation for friends, family, health and peace. 
William Palmer … in thanksgiving for the All Saints community. 
Paige Lehmann … in remembrance of Richard Lorraine and in thanksgiving to the All Saint's Community.  


