
 

       April 11, 2020  
 The Great Vigil of Easter, 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
The first half of our service begins with a Diocesan-wide Easter Vigil, where we hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history 
and pray that God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 

 
Canticle  Pascha Nostrum “God’s Paschal Lamb” Sine Nomine 

 

 

 

 

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1987 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL, 60188. Music: Sine Nomine, Ralph Vaughan Williams  
© Oxford University Press. Text and music used by permission under OneLicense.net, License No. A-706704. All rights reserved. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
  O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection:  Stir 

up in your church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being 
renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
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The Solemn Alleluia  Plainsong 

Sung three times by the cantor and repeated by all, each time at a higher pitch. 

 

The Holy Gospel               Matthew 28:1-10 
You are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, 
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from 
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for 
you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Deacon         The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Welcome & Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Hymn 174 “At the Lamb’s high feast we sing” Salzburg 
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The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer D 

 

 

The Celebrant chants the Easter preface 
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Sanctus   William Mathias 

 

 

 

 

 

S-128, Sanctus, William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © Oxford University Press.  
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net, License No. A-706704. All rights reserved. 

Celebrant We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to 
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and 
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
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when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People 
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our 
God. 

The Celebrant continues 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the 
bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints 
who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you 
glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

                     And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer                      
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 Fraction Anthem Christ, Our Passover Gerald Near 
 

 

 

 

 

Gerald R. Near, copyright © GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under OneLicense.net, License No. A-706704. All rights reserved. 

The Communion of the People 

Celebrant  The gifts of God for the people of God.  

You are invited now into a special time of Spiritual Communion, as we open our hearts to the abundant grace of Jesus Christ. 
In times when we cannot be physically present to one another, we remember that Christ is always present to us, connecting us 

one to the other in the mystical Body of Christ, which knows no bounds of space or time. We invite your prayers of 
thanksgiving now, as we who receive these gifts of Christ’s Body and Blood on your behalf join you in prayer. 

Post-Communion Prayer  
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All  God of infinite mercy,  

we thank you for Jesus our Savior, our true Mother who feeds us and gives us eternal 
life. Though we cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, we thank you that we 
have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other 
gifts of Christ’s passion. Grant that we may continue for ever in the Risen Life of our 
Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

The Blessing 
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Hymn 207  “Jesus Christ is risen today” Easter Hymn 

 

 

 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Postlude  Gaudeamus Sidney Campbel  


