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This weekend, we served 259 neighbors.  Lots in this issue…the financial squeeze on our 
neighbors; behind the scenes heroes; the Pongo Fund; new volunteers; the Point-in-Time 

Census and some new Woodstock Pantry data!  Read on! 

The Financial Squeeze on Our Neighbors 

Emergency Allotments (EAs), the extra SNAP payments that come in the second half of the 
month, are ending in February 2023.  Starting in March 2023, people will only get the 
regular SNAP payment in the first half of the month. There will be no payment in the 

second half of the month. 

This, of course, will negatively impact our neighbors.  We may see new people coming to 

us for food and our current regulars coming more often.  In anticipation of this, we will 
probably make more bags.  Right now, we make an average of 96 bags/week. 

January/February Sign Ups 

I created a new sign up sheet.  It includes the last weekend in January and February.  
The January Sign Up sheet is disabled. 

Woodstock Pantry January/February Sign Up 

Behind the Scenes Heroes 

There are many people who contribute to the pantry and whom we never see.  Yet, they 
are a vital part of our community.   

 Reverend Andria Skornik – provides leadership and is an essential support to our 

development, including fund raising and grant proposal writing and much more! 

 Jim Hinman – a constant support to me; picks up food from Neighborhood House 

Pantry; collaborates with me to order food 

 Bea Rector – organizes with Jim; makes bags for people who can’t cook; is a wizard at 

deep cleaning 

 Kari Stanley and Bonnie Mastel – make 200 bags every week; Kari picks up people 

food weekly from Open Bible weekly, and animal food monthly from The Pongo Fund. 

 Sonja Miller (and all her volunteers) – operates the Mustard Seed and provides 

funding to support the pantry and other outreach programs 

 Parishioners - donate the thousands of bags we use 

 Parishioners - make our work possible by putting their values into action for our 
community, donating the space, employing an Outreach Coordinator, volunteering, 

contributing financially, and so much more 

Thank you all for the crucial work you do to help feed our neighbors.  Though the rest of us 
may never see you, we are so grateful to be in community with you! 

The Pongo Fund 

We were approved by the Pongo Fund to receive high quality cat and dog food!  We got our 

first food yesterday.  We are excited to share it with our neighbors!  Hygiene and the 
pantry will share it. 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AAml_VO3t-ZStEyloK6LoJmvNbg2LpWIsjP-s7lYBqQ/edit#gid=0
https://www.thepongofund.org/the-pet-food-bank/if-you-need-help/
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New Volunteers 

We continue to welcome new volunteers!  Just a note – at least 82% of our volunteers are 

community members!  The Catholic High Schools and Reed College are now regularly 
sending folks.  And, neighbors contact us, asking about opportunities.  It is wonderful!  

This week, we welcomed Lynn and John McFarland, Sofiia Yanytska and Kathy Lee.  Of 
note, Sofiia speaks both Russian and Ukrainian.  So, now we have volunteers who can 
translate for our Chinese, Cantonese, Russian and Ukrainian neighbors!  Yeah!!! 

We need someone who speaks Spanish.  If you or someone you know speaks Spanish, 
please let me know! 

Point-in-Time Census 

Next Saturday, we will be a host site for the Point-in-Time Census.  This census is for 

people who are unhoused.  The data generated (at a national level) will inform future 
policy and practice regarding services and supports for people who are unhoused.  
Portland State University is administering the census for PDX. 

Woodstock Pantry Data 

We have been gathering Link2Feed data for a several months now, so I’m feeling like we 

have enough to start looking at what it is teaching us.  The story that I see in this initial 
data is troublesome…and renews my commitment to our work. 

 

 1/3 of our visitors are elderly. 

 2/3 of our visitors are 45 and older. 

 86% of our visitors are housed. 
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 40% of our visitors rely on retirement or disability payments 

 31% of our visitors are working 

There are caveats with data that we want to bear in mind as we interpret it.  Accuracy is 
critical.  As my professor once said, ‘Garbage in, garbage out’.  This is our first read on 

the first three months of our data.  We are in the process of data cleaning now, to 
improve the accuracy of the data.  As we get further into this process, our accuracy will 
improve.  Also, as we get more data under our belt, we will be able to start seeing 

emergent trends and patterns. 

With that in mind, here’s what I’m seeing when I look at this first batch of data.  I see that 

many who have worked their entire lives and/or are working now do not have enough 
income to feed their families.  Of note, at least a third of them are our most vulnerable 

neighbors, i.e., our elders and people experiencing disabilities. 

Also of note is the fact that almost all of our neighbors are housed.  Add to this anecdotal 
data gathered through talking with our neighbors, e.g., ‘I have to choose between paying 

the rent or feeding my kids.’  ‘I worked all my life and I can’t live on my SSI!’ 

This is where you interpret the data, i.e., create a story/narrative to explain it.  We all do 

that.  We just need to take care that we don’t misinterpret the data and are mindful of 
the caveats.  So, my interpretation…  Most of our neighbors are living on the edge.  One 
bad experience in life can throw them off the edge…and add them to our already high 

numbers of unhoused neighbors.   

I am deeply disturbed and concerned by this.  And, my friends, I am reminded about the 

importance our work as well as how we, through small acts of kindness, are creating our 
community as a place and people who care for each other.  Thank you! 

Hot Meals Indoor Dining Relaunch 

We officially relaunch indoor dining for our Hot Meals program on February 4th.  This will 
impact our Saturday distribution team.  In short, to create a Trauma-Informed experience 

for our indoor dining neighbors, pantry volunteers will NOT go into the dining hall and will 
keep noise levels low.  This is a venerable challenge that we shall meet! 

If you are interested in joining a Saturday Hot Meals team, please contact me right away.  

Kristen Magis (503) 559-7726 or kmmagis@gmail.com   
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News from the Shifts 

Receiving – This weekend, we moved 3,802 lbs. of food.  We welcomed Lynn, John and 

Sofiia this weekend.  So, hopefully we have a full team going forward!  Receiving is great 
for those who like to lift and carry food and get a workout!   

Packing – We had a full team this weekend, who finished their work and new tasks with 
precision and laughter!  This team is perfect for folks who don’t do heavy lifting and who 
like a bit slower pace.  The shift usually is full.   

Distribution – Our distribution teams are coming together as new volunteers join our 
regulars to create consistency on the teams.  Sofiia and Kathy joined us – welcome!  

Distribution is fast-paced and requires that team members work tightly in sync with each 
other.  It is also the shift wherein we have the closest contact with our neighbors, so 

customer service is the name of the game!  We always need volunteers for these shifts. 

Annual Training 

Congratulations and thank you to all of you who have completed your training!  Now, we 

can support each other to implement what we learned on the job. 

If you are new since August or if you are working a different shift, it’s time to complete 

your training.  Click on the links to get to the training.  After you complete the training, 
click on the Volunteer Training Log link to document that your completion. 

 People working all shifts need to view the Oregon Food Bank Food Safety Video 

(16 minutes). 

 People who work the Distribution shift need to view the Client Civil Rights & 

Confidentiality Video (20 minutes).  I encourage everyone to view it, even if you 
don’t work the Distribution shift, as it introduces our philosophy and values regarding 
our neighbors. 

The third training is FIFO, First-In-First-Out training.  This training is specific to the shift 
you work.  Follow the link to the shift you work. Read the shift instructions and document 

on the Volunteer Training Log (10 minutes). 

Receiving Instructions 

Dry Goods Packing Instructions 

Produce Packing Instructions 

Friday Distribution Instructions 

Saturday Distribution Instructions 

After this basic training, all of us will develop our capacity around running a Trauma-
Informed Food Site.  That training is being developed now.   

Thank you so much for taking the time to complete the training!   

Remember… 

 

It Takes a Community, And We Are It! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11gem91iTXe4YFuMqbuqP--aQ6xQLvD_rZ3mwjah1Ogk/edit
https://ofbportals.oregonfoodbank.org/home/trainings/fundamentals/food_safety
https://ofbportals.oregonfoodbank.org/home/trainings/fundamentals/civil_rights
https://ofbportals.oregonfoodbank.org/home/trainings/fundamentals/civil_rights
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11gem91iTXe4YFuMqbuqP--aQ6xQLvD_rZ3mwjah1Ogk/edit
https://bit.ly/3Zisrfv
https://bit.ly/3k0rt7t
https://bit.ly/3iidPfA
https://bit.ly/3QmFNTO
https://bit.ly/3ZdHtDn

